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semi-desert covered with grass during the spring months, but at
other times bearing little but camel-thorn.
In the delta, past civilizations have maintained themselves by
the aid of great systems of irrigation which have fallen into decay,
and only a small part of the cultivable area is now under crops.
In the north, the most important agricultural areas are situated
near the hills, where the rainfall is sufficient for wheat and barley,
and where mountain streams can be utilized for the cultivation of
cotton, rice, and fruit. But on the delta, where irrigation is always
necessary (although the amount of rainfall has much to do with
the success or failure of winter crops such as wheat and barley),
the cultivated lands lie in the vicinity of the rivers, marshes, and
canals.
In the neighbourhood of the Hindlya and Hilla branches of
the Euphrates, where the soil is very fertile and where consider-
able areas can even now be irrigated, the principal crops include
rice, barley, wheat, and dates. Dates are extensively grown aa*,-
the banks of the Shatt ai 'Arab, where the rise of the tide facilitates
the distribution of river-water throughout the plantations. The
cultivation of the date-palm has given to the people of these and
similar districts a more settled character than is the case in other
parts of the country. The nomadic and semi-nomadic tribes are
mainly engaged in pastoral pursuits; they possess large flocks of
sheep; the wool from which forms, one of the chief exports of
'Iraq; they also breed camels, but cattle-rearing is, as a rule,
confined to the more settled folk in the neighbourhood of the
rivers.
Mineral oil has been discovered at Khanaqin on the Persian
frontier, north-east of Baghdad, and near Kirkuk, about 135 miles
north of Baghdad. The 'Iraq Petroleum Company which is develop-
ing the Kirkiik field has laid a double pipe line to Haditha, where
it bifurcates, one branch going to Tripoli in Syria and the other to
Haifa in Palestine. The Khanaqin field worked by the Anglo-
Iranian Oil Company is less important at present. The discovery
of oil inl Iraq has also been of local importance as it has led to the
advent of the oil pump, which has brought large tracts of barren
land under cultivation, with a consequent tendency to increase
settlement at the expense of nomadism.
Various schemes have beea prepared for the restoration of